Summary of Toward the Really Useful Media Research

Prologue

About the USEFUL media research. First want to point to some issues concerning the “uses” of academic research in general cuz many of us have not come to term with the changing nature of “academic knowledge economy” and the way in which this economy relate to larger public and corporate knowledge structures.

The Uses of Research and the Academic Knowledge Economy

The largest user group for academic research 

A) academic themselves, but not more than a modest proportion

B) commercial users

C) govermental users

D) public users

Clearly, there may be primary users who funded the research from the very beginning, and secondary users who made partial use after its completion. Very different criteria are likely to be applied in assessing “use value” across this scale.

Huge growth in the number of publications. As a result, there are 4 distortions of this shift:

1) Duplication

2) Undue circumscription

3) Low level of connected development

4) Excessive jargonizing

These academic publications are more driven by the needs of suppliers rather than the uses of consumers.

Media research itself has shown a “distortion”. There are a larger number of scholars but low level of “field co-ordination”, it’s a loose aggregation of work.

In Britain, more general shift: the academic knowledge economy has been made subject to greater accountability, 1) Funding council 2) universities’ tighter revenue plan

In many countries, this has been a broader shift in the positioning of academic culture within public culture.

The Profile of Media Research

P5 Unlike psychology and sociology, media research tend to be self-contained not only in real world but in academic field as well. Because it’s a second-level interdisciplinary contruct, some faced inwards rather than outwards, so it has a strong tendency to find the resolution in real world concerns, cutting off from connection with other academic development.

Two orientations much media research has adopted are a) help do better b) criticize

In British E.S.R.C. program, they favor “helping” to “criticizing”

